
Hello!   My name is Amanda Hitson, and I am hoping to become the next school library media specialist 
at your elementary school.  With this podcast, I intend to do three things: 
 

 First, I will explain why a school library program headed by a certified media specialist is such an 
important factor in the education and development of grade school students. 

 Second, I will outline my personal philosophy for school library media programs. 

 And finally, I will describe the vision I have for making the library program at your elementary 
school a valuable contribution to the larger learning community. 

 
Let’s begin by discussing the importance of quality school library programs to today’s learners. 
 
The goal of lower education is to give students the tools needed to become well developed, successful 
adults.  In the 21st century, however, learning does not stop at the end of high school.  Therefore, we 
must give our students the necessary skills to adapt to a constantly changing society so they can 
continue their own learning processes based on their personal needs. 
 
To do this, we must place a very strong emphasis on information literacy in the grade school curriculum.  
The University of Idaho defines information literacy as “the ability to identify what information is 
needed, understand how the information is organized, identify the best sources of information for a 
given need, locate those sources, evaluate the sources critically, and share that information” (2011). 
This is an important set of skills that can be transferred to help students learn in all subject areas. 
 
School librarians are in a unique position to instruct students in information literacy skills because they 
are specially trained in this area and are armed with all of the resources of the library as well as a set of 
information literacy standards developed by the American Association of School Librarians. 
 
But it’s not just information literacy skills that media specialists impact. 
 
Research studies have repeatedly shown that strong library programs with a certified media specialist to 
lead them have a positive impact on student achievement and are influential in increasing standardized 
test scores, especially in the areas of reading and writing.  
 
You don’t have to take my word for it, though.  Many of these studies are available online.  I have 
included links to two publications that summarize the results of several of these studies in the transcript 
of this podcast, for those of you who would like more information. 
 
 So now that you understand why a good school library program is so important, I will outline my 
philosophy to give you an idea of what I believe a good program is and should do. 
 
My philosophy is based on a few simple beliefs:  First, I believe the school library and the media 
specialist must strive to support the entire learning community to the fullest extent possible, including 
students, teachers, administrators, and families.  This is done by providing resources that support the 
goals and curriculum of the school and educating the learning community on the use of these resources.  
Finally, I believe the media specialist must become a leader within the school by establishing and 
maintaining collaborative and respectful relationships with members of the learning community. 
 
With this philosophy in mind, I will now describe some important parts of the vision I have for creating 
an ideal library program at your elementary school. 



 
1. I would begin a community and collection analysis as well as an in depth study of the curriculum 

to see if the collection is meeting the community’s needs. 
2. Feedback would be collected from library users such as teachers, parents, and students to 

gather their opinions about how the library can be improved. 
3. Changes would be made to the layout of the library so the space can be used most efficiently. 
4. Flexible scheduling would be established so students and teachers could have access to the 

library at any time they need it. 
5. Library hours would be extended past the school day and access to some materials would be 

granted over the school’s website to give students more control over how and when they use 
the library. 

6. I would begin working with teachers to plan collaborative lessons and units that incorporate 
information literacy skills. 

7. I would also begin teaching technology skills such as Web 2.0 applications to students and 
teachers through these collaborative lessons and individual workshops. 

8. Family literacy nights would occur on a regular basis to help the families of students develop 
their own information literacy skills. 

9. Regular communication would be established between myself and stakeholders including 
parents, teachers, and administrators through the use of regular reports, newsletters, and the 
library’s website. 

 
I hope this podcast has helped you all to understand the importance of school library programs and my 
philosophy and vision for the program at your school.  A transcript of this podcast is also available that 
lists the sources I consulted.  Thank you for listening. 
 

Research Materials: 

School Libraries Work! (2008) by Scholastic Research & Results:  This publication compiles and 
summarizes research conducted in 19 states that demonstrates the benefits of well developed library 
program.  It also highlights specific aspects of the work of the school library media specialist that directly 
correspond to increased student achievement.  It can be retrieved using the following link: 
http://listbuilder.scholastic.com/content/stores/LibraryStore/pages/images/SLW3.pdf  
 
School Library Research Summarized:  A Graduate Class Project (2011) by Debra E. Kachel, Mansfield 
University of Pennsylvania:  This resource is another summary of research examining the correlation 
between student and achievement and school library programs.  It was compiled by a group of graduate 
students and demonstrates the major findings of 27 studies in 22 states.  It can be retrieved using the 
following link: 
http://libweb.mansfield.edu/upload/kachel/ImpactStudy.pdf  
 
Other Sources: 
 
University of Idaho.  (2011).  Information Literacy.  Retrieved from 

http://www.webs.uidaho.edu/info_literacy/  
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